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CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER
OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV

Most Reverend Archbishops and Metropolitans,
God-loving Bishops, Very Reverend Clergy, Venerable Monastics,
Dearly Beloved Brothers and Sisters,
in Ukraine and throughout the world

Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people (Lk 2:10)

Christ is born! Glorify Him!
Beloved in Christ!

I share a great joy with you, “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord” (Lk 2:11). For us who believe in the Lord Jesus, to celebrate
Christmas is to open ourselves to a joy that lasts forever. The Son of God becomes one of
us—God is with us!

In life, we often experience joyful or pleasant events: the birth of a child, a wedding,
some achievement, dinner with relatives and friends, etc. However, life experience tells us
that such moments are very fragile: a brief moment—and what brought us joy and pleasure,
irrevocably sinks into nothingness, and we are left alone with pain, sadness and
disappointment. There are many reasons for such a sudden change: a second of inattention,
an accident, illness, human malice, or war, as we see in the fate of our long-suffering nation.

And yet, today, we announce to each other a joy that no earthly ordeal or misfortune
can deprive us of—the invincible joy of Christ's Nativity. This is not some fleeting
experience or form of distraction that allows us to escape for a while from some daily or
even cruel reality. The joy of Christmas is an immersion into the reality of God himself. The
Son of God enters into human life, human reality, and takes upon himself the fragility and
drama of human existence in order to bring a heavenly perspective into human horizons:
“ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and

saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is
pleased!”” (Lk 2:13-14).
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Christmas invites us to an encounter with a God who comes as the Saviour of the
world —an encounter that brings heavenly joy. However, in preparing for it, we inevitably
become aware of our own weakness and unworthiness, which give rise in us to fear. In itself,
this fear is not a bad thing, if it arises from the humility of a creature before its Creator, a
disciple before his Master, a servant before his Lord. At the Divine Liturgy, the celebrant
invites the faithful to Holy Communion with the words: “ Approach with the fear of God
and faith.” Awareness of our sins and weaknesses should not lead to paralysis, but to
repentance and action. That is why the angel says to the shepherds, frightened by the bright
vision of divine glory: “Do not be afraid!” The Lord overcomes our sinfulness and weakness.
And so, a person should not be afraid of heavenly joy. We are called to joy —one that is
authentic, sincere, profound, eternal. It is given to us as a generous gift from God. This is
the profound meaning of the incarnation of the Son of God —He becomes one of us to pave
for us the way to the joy of his Father and ours.

Therefore, despite all our limitations, anxieties and fears, as human beings we are
called to accept this joy, to open our hearts to it. The angel explains how to recognize it: “ And
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a
manger” (Lk 2:12). The Almighty God makes himself known “not in a royal palace, but
among cattle, in the desert, in a cave...,” as we sing in the carol. The Apostle of the Nations
writes about this when he paints a contrast between divine and human wisdom: “For the
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men” (1 Cor
1:25). The divine path to true joy passes through weakness and patience, as once again notes
St. Paul: “Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of
Christ may rest upon me” (2 Cor 12:9).

Finally, a person is called to share the joy of Christmas: “The shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord
has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been
told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told
them” (Lk 2:15-18). Dear brothers and sisters, no matter where we are, let us sincerely share
the joy of the Birth of our Saviour, so that it truly becomes “a joy for all the people.”

Celebrating Christmas from year to year, we enter ever more profoundly into the
mystery of the incarnation of the Son of God in human history, which became an integral
part of the history of our people with the Baptism of Rus-Ukraine. This year, when in the
Ukrainian sky the enemy is trying to cancel out the radiance of the Christmas star with its
missiles and bombs, we should pay attention not to the calendar, not to astronomical
phenomena, but to the fact that Christ came today to be born in the body of a tortured,
crucified, and wounded Ukraine. Perhaps it sounds paradoxical, but our victory in this war
will come not by the power of the mighty of this world, but by the newborn Divine Child,
of whom Isaiah prophesied: “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Is 9:6).
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To celebrate Christmas means not to be afraid of heavenly joy while engulfed in a sea
of tears and blood. Allowing the joy of Christmas to enter our hearts guarantees our
perseverance and indomitability, our ability to overcome all life’s challenges, as St. Paul
explains: “I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. |
can do all things through him who strengthens me” (Phil 4:12-13).

Now, in this time of war, we should celebrate Christmas more than ever—solemnly

and openly, carolling with joy —both at home and in parish churches, and on the streets of
our towns and villages:

Blahoslovy nas, Dytyatko Bozhe (Bless us, Divine Child),

Dary nas nyni lyuboviu (Grant us love today)

Naj tsila syla pekla ne zmozhe (May all forces of hell fail)

Nas rozdilyty z Toboiu. (To separate us from You.)

Blahoslovy nas, my Tvoyi dity (Bless us, for we are Your children,)
Khrystos rodyvsia! Slavite! (Christ is born! Glorify!)

Khrystos rodyvsia! Slavite! (Christ is born! Glorify!)

Having received the power of the newborn Son of God, we are called to share it with
our brothers and sisters in order to fortify their faith, confirm hope, and strengthen love.
Singing carols is not some loud social gathering. To carol is to share the power and joy of
Christ’s Nativity, which from the beginning already contains the Lord God’s promise of
Paschal triumph. That is why many generations of ancestors drew inspiration and strength
from their faith in the incarnate Christ, our crucified and risen Saviour, to fight against
enslavers and invaders. Let us remind ourselves how our insurgents in hiding and the
prisoners of Stalin’s concentration camps were strengthened by our ancestral carol to fight
the enemy, how our underground Church carolled, despite the repressions of the
communist authorities. In those dark times, the carol became a hymn of victory over the
night of atheism and godlessness, a prophecy foretelling the inevitable fall of the prison of
nations — the Soviet Union. Today, let the Ukrainian army sing carols at the front. Let those
imprisoned, the wounded, and those brothers and sisters who are in the temporarily
occupied territories carol. Let the joy of the Christmas carol in their mouths turn into a hymn
of victory over the Russian invader. Let our cities and villages, our faithful families in
Ukraine and abroad, our volunteers and activists sing carols. Let this carol become a space
of solidarity and a sharing of our gifts—spiritual and temporal. Let our Christmas carol
donations be a personal contribution—to support the Ukrainian army and provide aid to
war victims,

Dear brothers and sisters! I warmly greet you all with the Birth of Christ: from East to
West, from North to South —in Ukraine and abroad, on all the continents of the world. In a
special way, I unite myself to our soldiers at the front. I embrace you with Christmas joy
and thank you for your courage and heroism. I embrace those who were forced by the war
to leave their homes or even their native land. I embrace our wounded, both military and
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civilian. With tears, I embrace those who lost relatives and friends in the past year. I extend
my words of love and support to all in captivity or in temporarily occupied territories, who
endure torture and abuse by the occupier and are unable to prepare for themselves a festive
dinner nor pray in their native church on Christmas Day. I sincerely greet our volunteers
and those who serve and work to eliminate the consequences of war and ensure the life of
our peaceful cities and villages, especially our doctors, rescuers, and energy-sector workers.

From the bottom of my heart, I wish all of you the authentic joy of the children of God,

a tasty kutia, a cheerful celebration of Christ’s Nativity, and a happy, peaceful, and blessed
New Year!

‘Giverrin Kyiv
at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ,

on the day of our father St. Nicholas, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia, Wonderworker
the 19th (6th) of December in the 20227 Year of our Lord




