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About Mission Days
+

Through our active participation in the spiritual efforts of these ten Mis-
sion Days, once again we are called upon to discover and understand
anew that our parish communities and families (domestic churches)
are missionary in nature. Such understanding flows from the gift of
our Baptism, by virtue of which, and through the power of its mystery,
we have committed ourselves to believe, live, serve, and share the expe-
rience of our faith in Christ; and not simply with our family members,
but with everyone we meet in life.

From the feast of the Ascension to Pentecost, together with our entire
parish community, let us pray that the Lord might renew our life in God
by the grace and intercession of the Holy Spirit. Throughout these ten
Mission Days let us especially support in prayer our parishes, our chap-
lains, and our military serving in Eastern Ukraine.

If some parishes due to circumstance are unable to conduct the ten Mis-
sion Days on weekdays, or if some parishioners are unable to attend,
then they should be encouraged to observe the ten Mission Days within
their families. Each day they should set aside at least five minutes to
read together in the “Mission Days Guidebook” (Word of God, Medita-
tion, Word of Metropolitan Andrey, Prayer) and contemplate how they
can fulfill the mission task (also included in this Guidebook). Another
possibility would be to gather prayerful groups of families, who live
in the same neighborhood, and conduct these Missions Days together.

Prayer

+

O Lord, God, shine forth the light of Your Holy Gospel, so that
the Christian faith might spread through us, the baptized, as children
of the Light. Let us be witnesses to Your Living Presence in our lives
and in our parish community, O Lord, hear us and have mercy.

The Holy Spirit provides everything: He sends the prophets, leads
priests to perfection, teaches wisdom to the uneducated, makes theolo-
gians of fishermen, and unites the entire Christian community. O Com-
forter, Consubstantial with the Father and Son, glory be to You!



Introduction

Introduction: Thursday
_<>_

THE FEAST OF THE ASCENSION
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

Invitation: On this solemn feast of the Ascension of our Lord
Jesus Christ we call upon all to respond to the invitation of His

: Beatitude Sviatoslav and embark together on a pilgrimage to-
wards Pentecost. For the next ten days we will reflect together with our
parish community on the daily Gospel readings for Divine Liturgy from
the Gospel of St. John. By following the themes found in John’s Gospel
we will be able to respond with greater fervor to the invitation of the
Head and Father of our Church, to proclaim the Good News of Christ’s
Gospel to all who seek to hear the Word of God.*

The Gospel of St. John is for many their favorite book of the New Tes-
tament. This Gospel is simple and easily accessible, in spite of its pro-
found content. We sense that the author was a close friend of Jesus:
throughout his entire life, John remembered and reflected on all that
was said and done by our Savior, he prayed for understanding, exam-
ined every detail and sought to help others understand all aspects of
Christ’s mission. Thus, it is important that the Gospel of St. John, as
one of the most important books of humankind, be read not only by
theologians, but by everyone who seeks to understand God’s love for
the human race.

! See the Pastoral Letter of His Beatitude Sviatoslav “The Vibrant Parish — a place to en-
counter the Living Christ,” 2012.
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Introduction

This unique testimony to Jesus, which complements the first three so-
called synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), explains for us
the fulfillment of God’s plan: the Eternal Word, who abided in the Fa-
ther, the Son of God became the Son of Man, and the long-awaited Mes-
siah. In offering Himself to us at the same time He grants us salvation,
eternal life. Being the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, as God, he
assumed our human nature. This truth about Jesus is the foundation
of every truth. To believe in Christ is the only way to the Father and to
eternal life.

St. John joyfully proclaims that, in contrast to those temporal things
which fill our lives but pass away, Jesus is the “One who IS.” These
same words were used when God first revealed Himself to Moses in
the Old Testament (Ex. 3:14). This exceptionally important phrase used
by Christ, “I AM,” is used by St. John some 150 times, seven of which
especially point to the fullness of life which we receive from Jesus and
through Him: only He IS the True Bread of Life (6:35) which can satisfy
inner hunger; only He IS the True Light (9: 5) in the darkness of this
world; only He IS the Door (10:7) which leads to eternal life; and only
He IS the Good Pastor (10:11) Who can guide us because He IS the Way
the Truth and the Life (14:6). Finally, only He is the true Vine (15:1),
from which we can receive the fullness and power of Life. And even,
when we die, He IS the Resurrection and the Life. (11:25)

John testifies that even though after His resurrection Jesus is invisibly
present and abides with us, He also sent us a Consoler, Who through-
out history guides the Church and directs her towards all truth. (3:5-8,
7:37-39, chapters 14-16)

The Church reads this Gospel of John in the period between Pascha
and Pentecost in order that we, reflecting on the unique signs of Jesus’
presence in history, might grow in love of and trust in Him, and that we
might have Life in His Name (see John 20:30-31). We can say that it is
John the evangelist who guides us to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit
in the name of our Risen Lord.



First Day:
Friday — Jn. 14:1-11

_<>_

JESUS IS THE WAY
THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE

Word of God: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have
faith in God; have faith also in me. In my Father’s house there

' are many dwelling places. If there were not, would I have told
you that I am going to prepare a place for you? And if I go and pre-
pare a place for you, I will come back again and take you to myself,
so that where I am you also may be. Where [I] am going you know
the way.” Thomas said to him, “Master, we do not know where you are
going; how can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way and
the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
If you know me, then you will also know my Father. From now on you
do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him, “Master, show us
the Father, and that will be enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have
I been with you for so long a time and you still do not know me, Philip?
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father ...”

and humankind, between heaven and earth. One might object
that such a way is too narrow. In truth, the way is sufficiently
wide for the entire world to pass through — if only it chooses to take it.

&” ’ Meditation: Jesus is the Way, the one connection between God
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The First Day

Jesus is the Fullness of Truth, since He reveals to us the whole truth
about God and He manifests to us through His entry into the world that
God keeps His promises. He is the Life, since He eternally participates
in the Divine Life of the Father, and by His grace grants us the possibil-
ity to share in this Divine Life. As the Life, Jesus unites his Divine Life
with ours — both now and in eternity. The purpose of our life is to be
united with God the Father. Jesus Christ is the only way to achieve this.

Quotation of Metropolitan Andrey: The Almighty God in His infi-
nite mercy has wished mankind every good and has sought for ways
to once again guide onto the road to salvation those who were per-
ishing in the captivity of sin. To make our salvation possible, the al-
mighty hand of God unites heaven and earth. Over that great abyss
which divided them, He provides a kind of bridge, by which we will
be able to go from here to there — from earth to heaven.

That bridge spanning over the impassable and bottomless abyss is
the One who said of himself: “I am the Way the Truth and the Life.”
The bridge which from above the abyss unites heaven and earth,
the Almighty God with fallen humanity, the heavenly light with the
darkness of the world, eternal life with the daily reality of death, that
bridge is the Only-begotten Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon on Christmas Day, Lviv, 1939

Prayer: Christ our Way and our Life, after His resurrection
from the dead, accompanied Luke and Cleopas, who had rec-
: ognized Him at Emmaus in the breaking of the bread. Their
hearts and souls were inflamed as he spoke to them on the way, explain
to them all the Scriptures that pertained to Him. Let us, therefore, shout
with them, saying: Truly, the Lord is risen and has appeared to Peter.

Mission Task: Regardless of what tomorrow will bring — at work,
in school, in our ministry — let us now resolve to spend the entire
day walking with Jesus. And we will notice that, when walking
along our own paths, we can neither save ourselves nor the world, but by
trusting in Jesus, in His grace, we can move together with Him towards
the Kingdom of God. Courageously, let us live and witness to others the
truth that only Jesus is the Way the Truth and the Life.

7



Second Day
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Second Day:
Saturday — Jn. 14:10-21

_<>_

THE HOLY SPIRIT
THE COMFORTER

Word of God: “Believe me that I am in the Father and the Fa-
4 therisin me, or else, believe because of the works themselves.

Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes in me will do
the works that I do, and will do greater ones than these, because I am
going to the Father. And whatever you ask in my name, I will do, so
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. ... If you love me, you will
keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give
you another Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of truth, which
the world cannot accept, because it neither sees nor knows it. But you
know it, because it remains with you, and will be in you. I will not
leave you orphans; I will come to you. In a little while the world will
no longer see me, but you will see me, because I live and you will live.
On that day you will realize that I am in my Father and you are in me
and Iin you.”

Meditation: Jesus encourages us to act as He acted, to do as
‘ He did. This may appear impossible. However, to help us with
this task, He has given us a unique gift — the Holy Spirit Who

abides in all of us. Leaving this world, Jesus prepares his disciples, and
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Second Day

especially us, for difficult times and challenges. He promises that He
will not leave us orphans, but will send a Comforter, Who will support
us and work for us and with us. Christ assures us that the Holy Spirit will
never abandon us (14:16), and will lead us to the truth (14:17), which
the world cannot accept (14:17); He will remain with us and within
us (14:17), will teach us (14:26), and remind us of Jesus’ words (14:26).
In another text, Jesus tells us that the Holy Spirit is the source of
truth (15:26), Who reveals to us our sinfulness and shows us the way
to righteousness, and Who convinces us that God’s forthcoming judg-
ment is unavoidable (16:8), He lets us see the future (16:13), and reveals
Christ’s glory (16:14). The Holy Spirit has worked among human beings
since the beginning of the world, but from the day of Pentecost (Ac. 2),
He has begun to live and act in all the faithful.

Quote from Metropolitan Andrey: People often forsake the ways of
God, and go their own ways leading to perdition of soul and body.
In order to save souls, and lead them on the way to salvation, Christ
gave us one more gift — a gift above all gifts. Ten days after His Ascen-
sion, He sent us His Holy Spirit. And this Spirit of God given to us,
He lives in us, and leads all who want to submit to His holy guidance
along the divine path of a Christian life. And you, my beloved, have
received this gift, this great, enlightening, holy gift that in the soul
of each individual receives, guides, and hears our prayer. What an
inexhaustible treasure this is, what a wonderful heavenly gift, what
happiness it is to be a Christian!

Pastoral Letter on Pascha, Lviv, May 1943

Prayer, (tone 1): The Holy Spirit provides every gift: He in-
spires prophecy and perfects the priesthood; He grants wisdom

8 to the illiterate, makes simple fishermen become wise theo-
logians, and establishes perfect order in the assembly of the Church.
Therefore, O Comforter, equal in nature and majesty with the Father
and the Son, O Lord, glory to You.




Mission Task: The Holy Spirit grants to all, who open them-
selves to Him, the power to do God’s work. Let us promise
that tomorrow throughout the entire day we will be especially
mindful of our neighbors, and be ready to manifest to them God’s love
and mercy. Let us be on guard that our hearts not be a den of thieves,
but rather a dwelling place of the Holy Spirit.

W

i
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Third Day

Third Day:
Sunday of the Holy Fathers — Jn. 17:1-13

—o—
JESUS’ PRIESTLY PRAYER FOR US

Word of God: “Father, the hour has come. Give glory to your
son, so that your son may glorify you, just as you gave him
authority over all people, so that he may give eternal life to
all you gave him. Now this is eternal life, that they should know you,
the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ. I glori-
fied you on earth by accomplishing the work that you gave me to do.
Now glorify me, Father, with you, with the glory that I had with you
before the world began. I revealed your name to those whom you gave
me out of the world. They belonged to you, and you gave them to me,
and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you gave
me is from you, because the words you gave to me I have given to them,
and they accepted them ... I pray for them. I do not pray for the world
but for the ones you have given me ... And now I will no longer be in
the world, but they are in the world ... Holy Father, keep them in your
name ... so that they may be one just as we are.

prayer to the Father in which He prays for Himself (1-5),
His disciples (6-19), and for those who in the future would
believe in the Gospel through their preaching, in other words, for
us (20-26). On the Sunday after the Ascension, is this text is read as

&“ ’ Meditation: At the end of the Last Supper, Jesus utters a long
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Third Day

if it were the estament of our Lord. Jesus asks the Father to glorify
Him, to sit as His right hand — at the place He had before the crea-
tion of the world. He had accomplished all the works that the Father
gave him to do, the words He had to say were said. All the Father
entrusted to Him, He revealed to His disciples. Thus, the Lord prays
for His disciples, so that they might pass on His teaching, and con-
tinue His works. Jesus knows the dangers they will face. The world
will hate them as the world hated Him, and will persecute and torture
them. They do not belong to the world, but will be sent into the world.
It is for this reason that they need protection from the Holy Spirit,
the source of unity, joy and love.

Quote from Metropolitan Andrey: When we manifest our love to
others, not merely in nice words, but especially a love made visible
in our works of mercy, only then will everyone recognize that we are
true disciples of Christ, recognize that we believe Christ’s teaching
and live by it. Let all see that we are faithful to Christ’s word. For this
we can expect not only respect from intelligent people, but, above all,
glory and reward from Christ. “All that you have done for the least
of my brethren you have done for Me.”
Joint Pastoral Letter of Metropolitan Andrey
and the episcopate to the clergy and faithful of Halychyna:

“Assistance to the unemployed and the poor”
Lviv, 13 December 1931

Prayer, (tone 1): The Lord appeared to His disciples who had
Wm‘, hastened to the mountain for His ascension from here below,

=  and they bowed before Him. They learned of His universal
power and were sent to all the peoples of the earth to announce His
resurrection from the dead and His return from earth to heaven. He
also promised to be with them always, and His word is truth; for He is
Christ our God, the Savior of our souls.

Mission Task: In the Priestly Prayer of Jesus found in the Gos-
pel of John (Chapter 17), Jesus thanks the Father for the gift
of His disciples. This means that my life belongs to Christ and
I should be an instrument in His hands, to speak His word, to do His
work. Either this evening or sometime tomorrow, let us find some cor-

'/A\/
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ner where we can quietly pray: “Lord, I am here! Lord, I am yours!” Let
us repeat this prayer as many times as necessary, until we can truly feel
God’s presence in our life.

13
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Fourth Day:
Monday — Jn. 14:27 — 15:7

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to
you. Not as the world gives do I give it to you. Do not let your
hearts be troubled or afraid. You heard me tell you, ‘I am going
away and I will come back to you.” I am the true vine, and my Father is
the vine grower. He takes away every branch in me that does not bear
fruit, and everyone that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit. You
are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you. Remain in
me, as I remain in you. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own
unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in
me. I am the vine, you are the branches. ... without me you can do noth-
ing. Anyone who does not remain in me will be thrown out like a branch
and wither ... If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask for
whatever you want and it will be done for you.”

' At the Last Supper, Jesus gives His disciples
the gift of peace. The Hebrew word shalom has broad and deep
meaning, depending on the context. It can mean “good for-

tune,” “salvation,” “freedom,” and “peace.” Peace is not merely the ab-
sence of war. To receive the gift of peace means to “be healthy, strong,

” «
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stable, complete, perfect.” Christ not only grants us peace, He fosters it
in us, if we are united to Him. Jesus is the Vine, God, the vine grower,
and the branches are those who follow Jesus. The fruitful branches
are the true believers, who produce abundant fruit in their life. How-
ever, those branches which bear no fruit and are cut off from the vine;
these are the ones who reject Christ. To live in Christ means to believe
that He is the Son of God (1 Jn. 4:15), and to accept Him as Savior
and Lord (Jn. 1:12); to fulfill God’s will (1 Jn. 3:24); to be members of
the Church, the community of the faithful (Mystical Body).

Just as a branch cannot bud and
bear fruit if it is not joined to the vine from which it receives fluids,
likewise, the soul of the Christian, if it is not united, not joined to
Jesus Christ, it cannot lead a Christian life, cannot blossom, and can-
not bear the fruit of good deeds. When a person is united with Jesus
Christ, that person receives from Christ the power of God’s grace in
the same way that fluids flow from the base to the branches. Sepa-
rated from the vine, a branch dry out, just as a soul, separated from
Christ, becomes barren, withers and dies. As the fluids of a plant
must constantly come from the roots to the vine and branches, like-
wise, the Christian needs to be united to Christ every day, and thus
receive from Him strength and life.

O Christ, when the good thief saw You, the only fruit-
ful Vine, he became a more skillful thief, for with one small cry
he artfully stole from You the forgiveness of his former sins.
Therefore, let us all imitate him, and cry out: O Lover of mankind, also
remember us.

B

We are called to peace, even amid civil turmoil
and war. Tomorrow I will try to foster in myself an inner spirit
of peace, the kind of peace that our Lord gives to all, who have
Him in their hearts. Let this peace be manifest in my words, in my ac-
tions, in my life disposition. Then it will be possible to recognize that
I am a living branch in the Lord’s vineyard.

15
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Fifth Day:
Tuesday — Jn. 16:2-13

_<>_

THE HOLY SPIRIT
AND THE SIN OF THE WORLD

Word of God: “They will expel you from the synagogues; in
p fact, the hour is coming when everyone who kills you will think

he is offering worship to God. They will do this because they
have not known either the Father or me. I have told you this so that
when their hour comes you may remember that I told you. I did not tell
you this from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am go-
ing to the one who sent me, and not one of you asks me, ‘Where are you
going?’ ... But I tell you the truth, it is better for you that I go. For if I
do not go, the Advocate will not come to you. ... And when he comes he
will convict the world in regard to sin and righteousness and condem-
nation: sin, because they do not believe in me; righteousness, because
I am going to the Father and you will no longer see me; condemnation,
because the ruler of this world has been condemned. I have much more
to tell you, but you cannot bear it now. But when he comes, the Spirit of
truth, he will guide you to all truth.”

ples, He warned them that His future community of believers
would be persecuted; He explained to them where, when, and

16

“‘ J Meditation: During that final hour Jesus spent with His disci-



Fifth Day

why He must go away; He assured them they would not be left alone,
since the Holy Spirit would be sent to them. Jesus knew what was about
to take place, and He did not want the faith of His disciples to be shaken or
destroyed. We are not alone! The Holy Spirit abides in us. He sustains us,
teaches us the truth and helps us. The physical presence of Jesus Christ
on this earth was very limited, both in time and in place. But the work
of the Holy Spirit transcends all limits of time and space. Through the Holy
Spirit every generation of the human race can come to know what sin is
and where it leads. Through God’s Spirit of Truth, anyone who believes in
the Lord Jesus can become righteous. Our hope is that God’s justice will
ultimately prevail amid the trials and persecutions of the world.

Quote from Metropolitan Andrey: God speaks directly to every
soul through the gentle voice of His grace and the silent inspiration
of the Holy Spirit. As the teacher of humankind, and as the One sent
from heaven for the salvation of the human race and to near witness
to the truth, Christ only speaks to the human race through His Holy
Church. We need that “pillar and bulwark of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15),
so that Christ’s teaching can be promoted and passed on from
generation to generation.

Spiritual Instruction for Priests,
Pidlute, June-August, 1935

Prayer (Tone 3): Let us today worthily honor the memory
7@:?&3’ of the first flowers of Christianity in the lands of Rus-Ukraine
N7 and those who have shone forth with heroic virtues during
the persecution of the faith as true righteous ones of God and witnesses
of the Gospel of Christ, for today they pray for the salvation of our souls
in the glory of God.

Mission Task: Our Church persevered through persecution in
the 20th century by the grace and power of the Holy Spirit.
In our time throughout the world, our brothers and sisters
in Christ are living through terrible times of persecution, especially in
the Middle East. Tomorrow, let us be united in prayer with all those
who bear witness to their life in Christ before this sinful world, and let
us find a way to manifest the love of God to others, especially toward
those who hate us, since love conquers the world.

17



Sixth Day

Sixth Day:
Wednesday — John 16:15-23

——
THE PROMISE OF JOY

Word of God: “Everything that the Father has is mine; for this
reason I told you that he will take from what is mine and to de-
clare it to you. A little while and you will no longer see me, and
again a little while later and you will see me.” So some of his disciples
said to one another, “What does this mean that he is saying to us, ‘A lit-
tle while and you will not see me, and again a little while and you will
see me,” and ‘Because I am going to the Father’?” So they said, “What is
this ‘little while’ [of which he speaks]? We do not know what he means.”
Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them ... “Amen,
amen, I say to you, you will weep and mourn, while the world rejoices;
you will grieve, but your grief will become joy. When a woman is in la-
bor, she is in anguish because her hour has arrived; but when she has
given birth to a child, she no longer remembers the pain because of her
joy that a child has been born into the world. So you also are now in an-
guish. But I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one
will take your joy away from you. On that day you will not question me
about anything. Amen, amen, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father
in my name he will give you.”

18



Sixth Day

about His death. He explained to them how He would soon
rise and appear to them again. Jesus emphasizes that there is
a great difference between His disciples and the world. The world rev-
els in doing evil, while the disciples are called to do good and rejoice
even when that good brings temporary suffering and requires sacri-
fice. The values of this world are contrary to the values of the King-
dom of God. If a Christian were to think according to the categories of
this world, then he or she might come to see themselves as a failure.
However, even if today our life is full of difficulty for the sake of Christ
and His Truth, them necessarily there will come a time, when we will
rejoice, as Jesus taught us. To be a disciple of Christ means to cou-
rageously look to the future and already find joy in the fulfillment of
God’s promises.

k‘ J Meditation: At the Last Supper, Jesus spoke to His disciples
G

Quote from Metropolitan Andrey: It is by the light of faith, and even
then with limited understanding, that we can know some of what is
going to happen and recognize the path on which the Spirit leads
us. And while we cannot understand everything, we can experience
a justified joy and pride in knowing that the Spirit of Christ abides
in us, for in Him we find a confidence greater than any assurances of
this world can give, that Christ is the Son of God, God’s Truth, and
God’s Wisdom. We do not need the witness of miracles, we don’t
need prophets, since the Holy Spirit is the One who Himself bears
witness. (1 Jn. 5:6). When we have received the Spirit of God, when
we have the Spirit of Christ, then we must no longer live according
to the flesh, but according to the spirit, by the spirit we must put to
death the evil deeds of the body (Rm. 8:13). This applies not just
to monks and nuns, but to all Christians, because we all received
the Holy Spirit in the Holy Mystery of Chrismation.

Sermon on Pentecost, Lviv, August 12, 1938

Prayer, (tone 8): Christ, as a gardener, appeared to Mary
cooling her longing with the dew of His words. He said to her:
Go to my brothers and announce to them the joy! For I go
to My Father and My God and your God, in order to grant great mercy
to the world.

N/
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\'/¢§'/ Mission Task: Many of us still remember the days when His
ﬂA\\/ Holiness Pope John Paul II visited Ukraine. The faces of
e Ukrainians, especially those in Lviv, radiated with joy. As we
know, joy is one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit (see Gal. 5:22-23), and in
joy we recognize His presence among us. Tomorrow, let us make an ef-
fort to be joyful, smiling to all we meet, remembering that we are God’s
children, that God love us and desires our welfare in all things.

_<>_
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Seventh Day

Seventh Day:
Thursday — John 16:23-33

—o—
ASK AND YOU SHALL RECEIVE

The Word of God: “Amen, amen, I say to you, whatever you ask
the Father in my name he will give you. Until now you have not
asked anything in my name; ask and you will receive, so that
your joy may be complete ... For the Father himself loves you, because
you have loved me and have come to believe that I came from God.
I came from the Father and have come into the world. Now I am leaving
the world and going back to the Father.” His disciples said, “Now you
are talking plainly, and not in any figure of speech. Now we realize that
you know everything and that you do not need to have anyone ques-
tion you. Because of this we believe that you came from God.” Jesus
answered them, “Do you believe now? Behold, the hour is coming and
has arrived when each of you will be scattered to his own home and you
will leave me alone. But I am not alone, because the Father is with me.
I have told you this so that you might have peace in me. In the world
you will have trouble, but take courage, I have conquered the world.”

have immediate and direct access to God. If Jesus came from
the Father and returns to Him, this means that all who belong
to Jesus are just as close to the Father as He is. When we ask something
in the name of Jesus, the Father listens to us. However, we must ask

‘i ' Meditation: In this Gospel passage Jesus tells us that that we

21



Seventh Day

with faith in God goodness and taking His will into account. Since we
know that the Lord loves us with a greater love than the love we have for
ourselves, let us not be discouraged if it seems that our prayers have not
been answered. We must be convinced that everything will work out for
the best, if we rely on the Lord and seek His will.

Quote from Metropolitan Andrey: 1 say: when you are troubled, suf-
fering, sad, or sick, always remember how Our Good God in heaven
sent us His Only-begotten Son for our salvation. Remember this Son
of God, Jesus Christ, has such a great love for us that we can turn
to Him, and have confidence in Him, even in the most difficult and
trying situation, reaching out with a child’s deep conviction that we
will always find in Him a warm and loving heart, filled with compas-
sion. This very thought will become prayer, and when that conviction
becomes habitual, so that in any time of difficulty we come to Jesus
Christ, then not just one time, but hundreds of times we will expe-
rience Christ’s love, and not even realize when the heavenly flame
of God’s love began to burn in our hearts.

Pastoral Letter to the Faithful: Great Lent
Lviv, 1906 — February 1907

Prayer, (tone 6): Come, O faithful, let us zealously labor for
the Lord; for He entrusts His riches to His servants; let us each
multiply the talent of grace. Let one gain wisdom by doing
good; let another serve with splendor; let the faithful share the knowl-
edge of faith with the unenlightened; let others share their goods with
the poor. Thus we shall multiply the treasure that has been entrusted
to us, and we shall be the faithful stewards of grace, and we shall be
worthy of the joy of the Lord. Grant this to us, O Christ our God, in Your
goodness toward mankind.

N

Mission Task: Every one of us, most certainly, has experienced
prayer, which at first, it seems, God did not answer. This may
have made us doubt, whether God hears us at all, or even whether
He exists. Tomorrow let us practice trusting God and in different moments
of the day let us repeat the words: “Father, let Your will be done.” Is there
anything better (for us) than the will of God being fulfilled in our lives?
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Eighth Day

Eighth Day:
Friday — John 17:18-24

—o—
THAT ALL MAY BE ONE

Word of God: “As you sent me into the world, so I sent them
into the world. And I consecrate myself for them, so that they
also may be consecrated in truth. I pray not only for them, but
also for those who will believe in me through their word, so that they
may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also
may be in us ... And I have given them the glory you gave me, so that
they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may
be brought to perfection as one, that the world may know that you sent
me, and that you loved them even as you loved me. Father, they are
your gift to me. I wish that where I am* they also may be with me, that
they may see my glory that you gave me, because you loved me before
the foundation of the world.”

sus prays for the unity of His disciples. In the “Creed” we pray
for “one holy catholic and apostolic Church” which should be
the external manifestation of the interior unity of the children of God.
Our unity should be founded on the unity of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit. It must flow from God’s love and be directed towards it.
Jesus said: “This is how all will know you for my disciples: your love for

‘l ' Meditation: In his Priestly Prayer during the Last Supper, Je-
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Eighth Day

one another” (Jn. 13:35). Consequently, every generation of Christians
is called to foster that unity for which Christ prayed, and to fervently
implore the Lord for unity especially where it has been damaged due to
our sinfulness and weakness.

Quote from Metropolitan Andrey: The more we come to know the
Church, the Bride of Christ and our Mother, the more we will be able
to know the Spirit who, given to the Apostles, guides the Church and
leads her to victory. The more we are filled with that same Spirit,
the more we will become people of God and people with a church
spirit. Every step on that road will lead us closer to one another.
We will be ever more of one mind and one heart. The Christian ideal,
“that all may be one” (Jn. 17:21), will become a reality in us. Then,
God willing, we will be able to work according to the mission en-
trusted by God to our people and our Church, to promote “the union
of all God’s Churches” (Petition from the Litany of Peace).
Joint Pastoral Letter of Metropolitan Andrey,
and bishops of the Halych Church Province, Constantine Chekhovych,

and Gregory Khomyshyn to the clergy “On Solidarity”
Lviv, January 31 (Februaryi3), 1905

Prayer, (tone 4): As a priest, you faithfully served our Lord,
Christ our God* and offered yourself as a sacrifice.* O, Priest-
martyr Josaphat, you have shown yourself to be the perfect
sacrifice — courageously giving witness with the shedding of your
blood.* As a true pastor and follower of Christ, you never ceased to cry
out:* Father preserve them in your name, that all may be one!* That is
why today, blessed martyr Josaphat, pray that all Churches be united,
and the faithful members of Christ’s flock be saved.

\&&
N’

Mission Task: Discord and a lack of unity among the children
of God appear first of all in the circle of those who are closest
to us: in our family unit, our extended family, our own par-
ish, etc. Perhaps someone has offended me, or perhaps I have wronged
someone? Tomorrow, let us think about on all the people with whom
we do not live in peace, let us pray for them and forgive them from
the depths of our heart.
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Ninth Day

Ninth Day:
Saturday — John 21:15-25

—o—
“FEED MY SHEEP!”

Word of God: When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to
Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than
these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”
He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” He then said to him a second time,
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord, you
know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to
him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was
distressed that he had said to him a third time, “Do you love me?” and
he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.”
[Jesus] said to him, “Feed my sheep. Amen, amen, I say to you, when
you were younger, you used to dress yourself and go where you wanted;
but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone
else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” He said
this signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when
he had said this, he said to him, “Follow me.” Peter turned and saw
the disciple following whom Jesus loved, the one who had also reclined
upon his chest during the supper and had said, “Master, who is the one
who will betray you?” When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord,
what about him?” Jesus said to him, “What if I want him to remain un-
til I come? What concern is it of yours? You follow me.”
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Ninth Day

&l' J Meditation: The three questions Jesus asks Peter about love

echo his three denials. Three is the number of fullness, three
is the number to remember. The evangelist uses two different
Greek words which in English are both translated by the verb “to love”:
the Greek word ayausn (selfless love), and @piAew (the love of friendship).
Christ both loves us with a love beyond words, a selfless, sacrificial love,
and also with a love of true friendship. We serve Christ and our neigh-
bor because we have come to know His sacrificial, full of friendship,
faithful love. Peter’s words were a response of love to Love. The rest
of his life became one of service precisely because of the power of his
unique experience of Christ’s love for him.

G20

Quote from Metropolitan Andrey: What a lesson this is for us! What
a lesson it is for those who once did not believe! What a consolation
this is for those who have not seen but believed! Among the apostles
the one who most needs salvation and repentance, and maybe con-
solation, is Peter. In the last terrible hours of Christ’s life, as he stood
in trial, Peter denied Him three times: in response to the servant-
woman, to the servants or guards he swears to not knowing Jesus ...
Christ appears to Peter already on this first day, no doubt speaking
to him, encouraging him, purifying him, raising him up, sanctifying
the soul of His disciple as a potter or sculptor works the clay, just
before creating a masterpiece.

Paschal Sunday Sermon, Lviv, April 8-9, 1939

Prayer, (tone 4): Christ asked three times: Peter, do you love
Qa Me? There by He satisfied the three-fold denial; and Simon,
e’/ understanding the mystery, cried to the Lord: You know all
things; You know that I love You. After this, Christ said to him: Feed
my sheep, feed my lambs; feed those sheep which I have fashioned for
salvation with my own blood. Therefore, O blessed Apostle of God, be-
seech Him to grant us great mercy.

5

Mission Task: How would we have responded to the same
question asked by Jesus? Do we truly love Him? St. Augustine
writes: “Do you want to encounter the living Christ — then go
out and find someone in need, and care for that person, look into your
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heart, the source of your love and you will see God in so far as it is
possible for you to do so.” Tomorrow, in church, when the collection
to support the missionary activity of our Church is taken, resolve to
make an offering which adequately corresponds to God’s love for us,
and which will enable the Church to show God’s love where it is most
greatly needed.
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Tenth Day

Tenth Day:
Sunday of Pentecost — John 7:37-52 — 8:12

_<>_

LIVING WATER
AND LIGHT OF THE WORLD

S Word of God: Jesus stood up and exclaimed, “Let anyone who
S, thirsts come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as scrip-
ture says: ‘Rivers of living water will flow from within him.” He
said this in reference to the Spirit that those who came to believe in him
were to receive. There was, of course, no Spirit yet, because Jesus had not
yet been glorified ... So the guards went to the chief priests and Pharisees,
who asked them, “Why did you not bring him?” The guards answered,
“Never before has anyone spoken like this one.” So the Pharisees an-
swered them, “Have you also been deceived? ... Nicodemus, one of their
members who had come to him earlier, said to them, “Does our law con-
demn a person before it first hears him and finds out what he is doing?” ...
Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

\“l; J Meditation: Jesus used the image of living water as a symbol of

eternal life (Jn. 4:10) and of the Holy Spirit. He did not do this by
chance: eternal life, by its very nature implies the presence of the
Holy Spirit. He brings eternal life to those who receive Him. In respect to
those who denied the truth of Christ, the chief priests, the Pharisees, they

G20
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Tenth Day

acted in such a manner since this truth did not come from them. They
regarded Christ as a danger, and sought to eliminate him. However, cou-
rageous Nicodemus, having believed in Jesus, interceded for Him. Jesus
Christ is the Creator of life, and His life brings light to all humankind.
In this light we can see ourselves as we truly are: sinners in need of salva-
tion. Following Christ, we no longer wander about blindly. Christ enlight-
ens our way, and we see how we must live. He is the only one who shatters
the darkness of sin and fills our life with his peace and joy.

Quote from Metropolitan Andrew: “If only you recognized God’s
gift” (Jn. 4:10), Jesus once said to the Samaritan woman, “you would
have asked him instead and he would have given you living water.”
So we could speak to Christians even today. If you could only recog-
nize God’s gift in the holy chalice, if you only knew what it contains,
you would gather more frequently around the altar, you would not
miss even one Divine Liturgy, and each time you would try to wor-
thily receive the Holy Eucharist. You work so hard to attain material
temporal things, and are so preoccupied with them, remembering
them day and night. What good will all this work do you, what will all
your efforts come to, if you neglect God’s blessing, if you forget that
which is most important.

Pastoral Letter to the Faithful, “On frequent Communion”
Lavriv, May 1, 1909

Prayer, (tone 4): In the middle of the feast of the Law,
Q our Savior went up to the temple. He stood in the midst
P of the crowd, teaching them with authority: I am the Light
of the world. All who follow Me shall no walk in darkness but shall have
the light of immortal life.

Mission Task: This Pentecost Sunday can be considered
the birthday of the Church, since on this day the apostles, hav-
ing received the Holy Spirit, were filled with courage to bear
witness to Christ and to the salvation which comes through Him. This
day, we, too, should gather our courage to openly witness to our life
in Christ. Let us not forget that we are not alone, the Holy Spirit acts
in the world, and He wants to act through us. The Holy Spirit can make
us a light in the world, if only we allow Him to do so.

29



"VIBRANT PARISH” Prayer

O Lord Jesus Christ, our Good Shepherd, as you once gathered lost
sheep that they might hear Your voice and be your flock, so also today
graciously look down from heaven upon our parish community, and
send down on it your Holy Spirit, that it might be a place to receive the
joy of Your Good News. Strengthen us with your presence, and always
gather us together in prayer. Grant us the spirit of serving others, so that
in our parish all might encounter You, the merciful God. Bless our spiri-
tual leaders with Your wisdom, and inspire us to generously give of our
time, talents and treasure for the building up of Your Kingdom. Unite
us in peace and harmony, as befits Your community of love. Instill in us
a missionary spirit, and let our parish community shine with the light of
the Gospel, with prayer and good works, inviting all to share in the divine
life, so that Your Name, O Savior, may be praised, together with Your
eternal Father, and your most-holy, good and life-giving Spirit. Amen.
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